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Thanksgiving Meditation 
In the first chapter of 
Romans, Paul says the 
Wrath of God is revealed 
against those who suppress 
the truth they know. They 
know God but do not give 
glory to God or give thanks 
to Him. According to this 
scripture, God is not only 
offended but is angry with 
ungrateful people. To be 
ungrateful may not be as 
harmless as we imagine, 
just a result of thoughtless 

k
ng. We seem to be more 
ected in our inner being 

by ungrateful people then 
we are by those who lie 
and steal. Ingratitude for a 
kindness performed

wounds us deeply and 
breaks apart relationships. 
Just as ingratitude breaks 
us apart, gratitude binds us 
together. Recently we 
helped a single mother 
remove a huge tree that had 
fallen on the roof of her 
house. This person was 
truly grateful, not only in 
words but in her eyes and 
everything about her said 
thank you. We were the 
privileged of society and 
she was a victim of 
circumstances. Her 
gratitude broke down all 
these barriers and we were 
one humanity. 
We have also had the 
opposite experience of 
persons not responding 
with gratitude for a 
kindness performed. The 
message we got was: I am 
a victim of society and you

are the privileged of 
society. Therefore, for you 
to give and me to receive is 
the way it should be. Her 
analysis may have been 
right but it still remains that 
for one to be ungrateful is 
wrong. Everyone was 
wounded by this spirit of 
ungratefulness and what 
could have been a beautiful 
relationship was ruined. 
Another example of 
ingratitude that parents 
know all too well, after 
much hard work and 
sometimes sacrifice we are 
faced with ungrateful 
recipients. They are 
ungrateful for shoes 
because the do not just 
want shoes, they want 
Nikes. 
This Thanksgiving season 
let us think about this. Just 
as in the human experience

where gratitude binds the 
needy and privileged 
together so also the 
thankful person and the 
God of creation can be 
bound together. Think 
about the way we may 
nourish a victim mentality 
and miss the beautiful 
relationship we can have 
with God. In our land of 
abundance it is certain that 
we may be more like the 
Nike generation than we 
imagine. This 
Thanksgiving season let us 
repent from all attitudes of 
ungratefulness and practice 
thankful living. We hope 
you will all have a happy 
and joyful Thanksgiving. 
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Sticks and Stones

By Cheryl

Crichley 

We recently witnessed 
images of young boys 
flinging rocks at heavily-
armed soldiers in Palestine. 
Certainly, the analogy of 
David and Goliath, 
especially in this area, was 
lost on no one. At the 
same time, among the 
international community, 

ones and accusations 
re flung back and forth 

by the use of computers, 
the internet, and email.

These gaps in technology, 
yet with similar purposes, 
set me to thinking. 
The computer is simply the 
latest in a long line of 
technological "advances" 
humans have made over 
the last several thousand 
years. For many years the 
earliest tools were thought 
to be stone ones, which 
included scrapers, spear 
and arrow points, and so 
on. Stone signifies strength 
and endurance, and these 
qualities made it the only 
item left in the 
archeological record, in 
many cases. Later, studies

of less-developed societies 
led to the hypothesis that 
the earliest tools were 
probably slings to carry 
babies, and sticks to assist 
in digging for roots in the 
ground. These things may 
have existed earlier, 
however, they did not 
survive in the record. They 
also seem to better signify 
nurturing and providing for 
one's family. The 
computer is neither a stone 
nor a sling, and only time 
will tell how it will survive 
to carry our stories. The 
Bible contains various 
references to stones, in the

cornerstone, upon this rock 
I will build my church, 
even the rocks will cry out, 
and many others. These 
give us glimpses into 
God's plan for the world, 
yet we also find numerous 
examples of the creator 
nurturing and caring for 
humankind. 
By way of the computer, I 
have received stories from 
various people involved in 
the struggle now taking 
place in Israel. Some seem 
willing to use these as 
weapons, as rocks being 
thrown, as ways to prove 
how much worse one side
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