July 2000

•
Toy Mennonite Church Newsletter
ve We
NO got
home
from
vacation Tuesday
evening just in time to
attend a potluck meal
with the victims of the
embassy bombing in
Kenya. Cheryl Crichley
had organized this event,
so I asked Cheryl to
write about this
experience for the
pastor's corner. After all,
I was on vacation.
Wave a good summer.
Maybe we will see some
of you at the annual
conference.
?7144 -t-

"We gather joy, pass it
around..." This is the
beginning of the chorus
of the song I wrote for
our church several years

Martha
Shoemaker
A Brief Biography
By Thea Klassen

Martha was born on May
405, 1926 at Hess, Ok, at
the home of her parents
James and Lilly
Morrison. They lived in

motions. Our
benediction was the
song, "Blest Be the Tie
That Binds."

ago. On the 20th of June,
several members of our
congregation gathered to
share a little joy and a lot
of good food with ten
people who have
suffered much, one
group from Kenya, and
one from here in
Oklahoma City. Jan
Jenner from Eastern
Mennonite University
was responsible for
bringing the group from
Kenya, who were
victims of the U.S.
Embassy bombing in
Nairobi in 1998, to meet
with victims of the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing.
Susan Urbach was the
local coordinator for the
one-week visit to our
city. A group from here
will reciprocate with a
trip to Kenya in July. As
it turned out, our worship
group felt that we were
more on the receiving

end of the joy than the
giving.
Some people from our
church who could not
attend either sent food or
donated money to
purchase what was
needed. Those who were
fortunate enough to meet
with our new brothers
and sisters in Christ
experienced an evening
of fellowship and music
that we will not soon
forget. We were told
that the members of the
Kenyan groups liked to
sing, and that Jan wanted
to participate in a
rousing Mennonite
rendition of good old
"Number 606." That
was all the cue we
needed, and we were
blessed by several songs
in Swahili by members
of the group, and had a
great time joining in
when we could, with
both the words and the

At one point, Melissa
Workentine started
singing a song in Swahili
that she learned as a
young child. The
Kenyan group
immediately recognized
it and joined in. That
was one of the highlights
of the evening for me. I
was also touched to see
one of the Kenyan
gentlemen reading to
another, who had been
blinded in the bombing,
the church's welcome,
and a poem I had written
after the bombing here.
Later in the evening, he
asked to have it read
again. It seems that
sometimes when we try
to give, we wind up also
receiving joy, pressed
down and running over.

a two-room shack. She
was the third of twelve
children. One brother
died at two hours of age
when Martha was 2.
When her parents had six
children, a man from a
nearby church came and
invited the family to
come to church. Her

mother said they didn't
have any clothes to wear.
They were invited to
church to receive some
donated clothes. While
there, a lady stated that
her parents were drunks
and bootleggers. Two
women then took the
clothes off the children

and said they would
throw them into the trash
because they weren't fit
to give to another child.
Martha asked her mother
if she could go and get
the clothes out of the
trash but her mother said
that that would be
stealing. The people of
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